
WASHINGTON COUNTY

WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

533 E. Waterworks Dr. 
St. George, UT 84770 

435.673.3617
WCWCD.org

Reservoirs
Washington County Water Conservancy 
District currently owns and operates seven 
reservoirs and has plans to construct more in 
the future.  Combined, the existing reservoirs 
have the capacity to store more than 100,000 
acre feet (33 billion gallons) of surface water.  

The primary function of the reservoirs is to 
store water to serve the culinary needs of the 
150,000-plus residents of Washington County 
as well as provide drought and emergency 
protection.  Reservoirs also offer countless 
recreational, environmental, financial and 
social benefits.    

Quail Creek is an off-stream reservoir that 
receives its water from the Virgin River via a 
9-mile underground steel pipeline, which ranges 
in size from 48 to 66 inches and is capable of 
moving 170 cubic feet per second (cfs).     

In 1986, one year after its completion, the 
reservoir opened to the public as a state park.  

It is a popular boating, camping and fishing 
area – generating more than $1 million in state 
revenue annually.   Because of the water’s depth 
(up to 120 feet) and cooler temperature, the 
reservoir sustains stocked supplies of rainbow 
trout, bullhead catfish and crappie.  Largemouth 
bass and bluegill thrive in the upper, warmer 
layers of the reservoir. 

Quail Creek Reservoir

Operational start: 1985 • Storage capacity: 40,325 acre feet

Cost: $23.5 million • Surface water acreage: 600
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Sand Hollow is Washington County’s largest 
and most scenic off-stream reservoir.    It 
receives water from the Virgin River via a 
13-mile, 60-inch underground steel pipeline 
capable of moving 120 cubic feet per second 
(cfs).     

Sand Hollow is unique in that it’s located 
on a natural Navajo sandstone aquifer so 
it constantly percolates and stores water 
underground.  From 2002 through 2012, 
approximately 100,000 acre feet of water have 
been put into underground aquifer storage.  
Scientists estimate there is an underground 

storage capacity in excess of 300,000 acre 
feet.  Approximately 8,000 to 10,000 acre feet 
of water seep into this underground storage 
area annually, depending on water levels.  

In 2003, Sand Hollow opened to the public 
as a 20,000-acre state park and is one of the 
state’s most visited destinations.  The park 
allows ample opportunities for a wide variety 
of aquatic recreation, including swimming, 
skiing, boating and fishing as well as scenic 
terrain for runners, cyclists, off road vehicle 
riders and equestrians.   It generates more 
than $2.8 million in state revenue annually.  

Sand Hollow Reservoir

Operational start: 2002 • Storage capacity: 51,360 acre feet

Cost: $37.2 million • Surface water acreage: 1,322


