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Current Water Conditions

The United States Department of 
Agriculture reports the majority of 
Washington County is in a moderate 
to severe drought3.   Snowpack in the 
Virgin River drainage area, including 
Kolob Plateau and Cedar Mountain, 
have snow in limited quantities and 
only in the highest elevations.  

Washington County Water 
Conservancy District has water 
stored in its reservoirs to meet the 
2014 culinary water demands of the 
cities it serves; however, the district 
urges residents to use water wisely 
and follow city time of day watering 
guidelines. 

 1. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Final Volume Forecast for Arizona and Southern Utah, March 2014     2. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Final Volume 
Forecast for Arizona and Southern Utah, March 2014     3.. http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/jpg/20140225/20140225_UT_trd.jpg
  

Virgin River 36%1 Santa Clara River 33%2

Snowpack  81%   90%

Soil Moisture  47%  56%

Reservoir Storage  56%  48%

Snowpack  86%   46%

Soil Moisture  48%  61%

Reservoir Storage  49%  40%

2013

2013

2014

2014

State of Utah

Southwest Utah

Natural Resources Conservation Service, Utah Water 
Supply Outlook Report, March 2014



2

WcWcD.orgsPring 2014 A PublicAtion of the WAshington county WAter conservAncy District

Investing in Water Diversity for a More Secure Future
A wise financial planner would not 

encourage an investor to put all his or 
her assets in one investment.  And a wise 
water manager would not encourage a 
growing community to have only one 
source of water.  

“A community benefits and prospers 
with diverse water sources, just as 
investors benefit and prosper with a 
diverse portfolio,” said Ron Thompson, 
general manager of Washington County 
Water Conservancy District.  “Diverse 
water sources provide a buffer against 
drought and potential climate changes 
and offer a more reliable, safe and cost 
effective water supply.”

“We’re doing as much as we can to 

diversify our local water system,” said 
Thompson.  “But our entire system is 
dependent on one source: 
the Virgin River.  That’s 
troubling; especially 
in a year like this one 
when only 36-percent of 
average stream flows are 
projected.1”

The water district 
has done much during 
the past few decades to 
diversify its water supply 
to serve a population 
that has  tripled in size during the past 
30 years.  Large reservoirs, dozens of 
production wells and more than 200 

miles of pipeline have been built.
Recognizing the need to diversify 

Southern Utah’s water 
sources to meet future 
needs, the state of Utah 
proposed the Lake 
Powell Pipeline.  The 
legislatively- mandated 
project would allow the 
state to use a portion of its 
allocated water from the 
Colorado River, a much 
more reliable source than 
the Virgin River, to serve 

the growing populations in Washington 
and Kane Counties.   The Lake Powell 
Pipeline will nearly double Washington 

County’s current water supplies at a 
projected cost of approximately $12,000 
per acre foot2  – significantly less than 
the $14,600 per acre foot3  estimated 
for active water conservation programs.  
Environmental studies are currently 
underway, with construction expected to 
commence around 2020.

“Water projects of this magnitude 
take time,” said Eric Millis, director of 
the Utah Division of Water Resources.  
“But we’re moving in the right direction.  
Southern Utah will undoubtedly benefit 
from the Lake Powell Pipeline, which 
will add reliability, be cost efficient and 
provide a needed water source for its 
growing population and economy.”

1. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Final Volume Forecast for Arizona and Southern Utah, March 2014       2. http://www.water.utah.gov/lakepowellpipeline/projectUpdates/June2008OPCCSummary%20r1.pdf      3. Roadmap of Utah’s 
Future Water Development and Infrastructure 2013 Report, p. 6   

Lake Powell

A community  
benefits and prospers 

with diverse water 
sources, just as 

investors benefit and 
prosper with a diverse 

portfolio
-Ron Thompson



Did you know more than 1 trillion 
gallons of water leak annually from 
homes nationwide?1 That’s enough 
water to fill an Olympic-size swimming 
pool more than 1,500 times. 

To help eliminate this water 
waste, Washington County Water 
Conservancy District is participating in 
Fix a Leak Week, a nationwide program 
designed to remind Americans to check 
their household fixtures and irrigation 
systems for leaks every March.  

During Fix a Leak Week, March 
17-23, the district is giving away a 
variety of water saving devices to 
local residents, one per customer while 
supplies last.  Giveaways include hose 
timers, shut-off nozzles, soil moisture 
probes, showerheads and toilet flappers.  

In addition, the water district is 
encouraging residents to do the 
following:

• Check for leaks. Look for dripping 
faucets, showerheads, sprinklers, 

irrigation lines, spigots and 
other fixtures. Check for 
toilets with silent leaks by 
putting a few drops of 
food coloring into the 
tank, wait 10 minutes and 
see if color appears in the 
bowl before you flush. 

• Twist and tighten hose and 
pipe connections. To save 
water without 
a noticeable 
difference in 
flow to your 
bathroom, twist 
on a WaterSense® 
labeled faucet aerator 
or showerhead. 

• Replace the fixture 
if necessary. Look 
for WaterSense® labeled 
models, which are 
independently certified to 
use 20-percent less water 
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Fix a Leak Week
March 17-23

without compromising 
performance. 

Residents who repair water 
leaks will save an average of 
10,000 gallons per household, 
which saves homeowners 

approximately 10-percent on their 
water bill.2    

“That’s a significant savings 
in both water use and costs,” 
said Julie Breckenridge, 
conservation manager for the 

district.  “We hope all Washington 

In February 2014, scientists from 
the United States Geological Society 
(USGS) performed a series of tests at 
La Verkin hot springs.  Scientists have 
been interested in the site for decades – 
the springs produce more than 100,000 
tons of salt a year1  making it one of 
the nation’s largest contaminants of 
the Colorado River.  

Pumping tests were performed to 
observe groundwater levels, discharge 
and hydrologic system responses.  
Scientists will use this data to model 

the system and test other hydrologic 
and water management conditions.

 The Salinity Control Forum of the 
Bureau of Reclamation will also use 
this data to model results and evaluate 
potential salinity control options for 
the springs. 

USGS will produce a scientific 
report that will be available to the 
public.  Timing for the release of the 
report has not yet been determined  
by USGS.

United States Geological Society Performs Tests at La Verkin Hot Springs

La Verkin Hot Springs

County residents will do their 
part to repair leaks and conserve 
our water.”

Fix a Leak Week is 
sponsored by the water 
district in partnership with 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA’s) WaterSense® 
program.  Visit wcwcd.org or 
epa.gov/watersense for more 
information. 
1. http://www.epa.gov/watersense/our_water/
fix_a_leak.html 
2. http://www.epa.gov/watersense/pubs/fixleak.html 

1. http://ut.water.usgs.gov/projects/pahtempe/
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Calendar of  Events

For inquiries or content 
recommendations, 

please contact
Karry Rathje at 

krathje@wcwcd.utah.gov.

WASHINGTON COUNTY

WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
533 E. Waterworks Drive 

St. George, UT 84770
WCWCD.org • 435.673.3617

Mark your calendar for Monday, 
May 5th for the 5th annual Garden 
Fair and Water Walk.  The Garden 
Fair, scheduled from 4:00 to 7:00 
p.m. at The Garden, 1851 S. Dixie 
Dr., is fun for the whole family.  
Enjoy a variety of educational 
booths and interactive displays, a 
bounce house and refreshments.  

At 7:00 p.m., join St. George 
Mayor Jon Pike for a two-
mile walk from The Garden to 
Cottonwood Cove Park.  The 
two-mile walk symbolizes the 
distance families in water-stressed 
communities walk every day  
for water.  

&Garden Fair 

Water Walk

Board meetings are held 
monthly at 6:00 p.m. at 
the district’s office, 533 E. 
Waterworks Dr.  Upcoming 
meetings are scheduled on 
March 25, April 15 and  
May 20.  

The next Community Integrated 
Resource Planning Advisory 
Committee (CIRPAC) meeting is 
scheduled on April 24 from 4:00 to 
6:00 p.m. at the water district’s office: 
533 E. Waterworks Dr.  The meeting 
will focus on 2014 legislative activity, 
current water conditions and efforts 
of the conservation subcommittee.  
Meetings are open to the public. 

Listen live to News Talk 890 
KDXU’s Open Mike Show with Mike 
McGary the fourth Wednesday of 
every month from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
to hear Ron Thompson, water district 
general manager, discuss current 
water issues and answer questions 
from callers. Upcoming interviews are 
scheduled on March 26, April 23, May 
28 and June 25.  

Call 435.673.5890 if you have a 
question or comment for Ron.  

Board meetings
Radio Interviews Citizens Advisory 

Committee

Washington County Water 
Conservancy District hosts dozens 
of free community landscape 
workshops annually. All workshops 
are scheduled from 10:00 to 11:00 
a.m. at the Tonaquint Nature Center, 
1851 S. Dixie Drive.  Following is 
the list of upcoming classes:  

March 22     
River Friendly Landscapes 

April 12 
Water-efficient Landscape Design 

April 19 
Tried and True Trees and Shrubs 

May 17 
All About Herbs 

June 14 
Cactus and Succulents 

June 28 
Edible Landscapes

Landscape Workshops


