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Washington County
Excels in Water
Conservation

WCWCD’s Summary of
W A T E R

C O N S E R V A T

I

O N

1,350,000

feet of open canals
converted to pipelines

41,800

Water Fair
attendees5

600

irrigation
rebates issued1

250

free community
events coordinated3

28

1,250
plants
installed at The Garden,
Southern Utah’s first water
conservation garden

Qualified
Water Efficient
Landscapers
certified4

$850,000

distributed in
conservation rebates1

2,550

irrigation audits
“Water Checks”
performed1

wcwcd.org

3,300

landscape
workshop
attendees2

600

5,000

plants installed at the
state’s first desert
conservation garden,
Red Hills Desert Garden
toilet rebates
distributed1

WASHINGTON COUNTY
WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

General Manager’s Message

Since 2000,
the district and
its
municipal
partners have
i n v e s t e d
approximately
60
million
dollars in water
conservation
Ron Thompson
initiatives
General Manager
and
projects
to improve system efficiencies. The
result?
More than a 30 percent
reduction in our water use – one of the
highest reductions in the state.
Washington County has, in many
ways, been a pioneer in Utah’s
commitment to water conservation.
• The district was the first in Utah to
implement a water conservation plan
• All district municipal customers
have water conservation plans,
General Manager’s Message continued on page 2.
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General Manager’s Message continued from page 1.

tiered
rate
structures
and
ordinances for landscaping and
time of day watering restrictions
• The county boasts some of the
most water-efficient landscapes in
the state
• Washington County is the only
district in the state offering a
discount to established water
impact fees to those who sign

water conservation easements
• St. George is home to Utah’s first
desert conservation garden
The district also hosts more
than two-dozen free community
events annually from large seasonal
celebrations to school programs and
landscape workshops. Rebates are
currently offered for water-efficient
toilets, irrigation systems, washing
machines and commercial equipment.
In May, the district will kick off its

Conservation Tips
Outdoor

free annual water check program that
gives participants a recommended
watering schedule specifically for their
landscape to enhance efficient water
use.
These efforts underscore the ongoing
commitment to water conservation of
the district and its municipal partners.
Conservation is an essential component
of the county’s long-term plan to
ensure a safe, reliable water supply for
current and future generations.

Did you know that most of
the water that comes out
of your taps has travelled
100 miles, been through
a four-hour treatment
process and tested
multiple times before it
gets to your home?

Conservation Tips

• Avoid watering from 8 a.m. to
8 p.m. in the summer

• Use a drip irrigation system
to water trees and shrubs

• Adjust sprinkler heads so they only
spray your lawn

• Use plants that are tolerant
to this climate

• Repair leaking plumbing fixtures,
dripping faucets and running toilets

• Water in short, multiple cycles
to avoid run off

• Group plants according to
their watering needs

• Turn off the water while shaving
or brushing your teeth

• Raise your lawn mower blade
to 2.5 or 3 inches

• Avoid lawn on steep slopes

• Take showers instead of baths

• Use turf grass sparingly

• Use mulch around shrubs,
trees and perennials

• Hand water dry spots

• Cover pools to eliminate
evaporation

• Use efficient nozzles and irrigation
clocks

• Adjust your sprinkler system
seasonally

• Core-aerate your soil annually

Indoor

• Use a plugged sink if washing dishes by hand
• Purchase high efficiency appliances
• Wash only full loads of laundry
• Install low-flow faucet aerators

You can have a Beautiful Lawn and Low Water Bill

How Often?
Early Spring (February - March)
Spring (April - May)
Summer (June - August)
Fall (September - October)
Late fall (November)

Once a week
Twice a week
Three times a week
Twice a week
Once a week

When?
Before 8 a.m. or
after 8 p.m.

How Much?
Water in multiple
short cycles for
optimal results.
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City
Spotlights

Washington County kicked off the statewide H2Oath water conservation pledge campaign in 2015 with tremendous support from the water district and local elected officials. From left to right (back
row) is Ivins Mayor Chris Hart, Leeds Mayor Wayne Peterson, La Verkin Mayor Kerry Gubler, WCWCD Board Chairman Ed Bowler and WCWCD General Manager Ron Thompson; (front row) Virgin
Mayor Bruce Densley, St. George Mayor Jon Pike, Washington Mayor Ken Neilson, Hurricane Mayor John Bramall, Former County Commissioner Chairman Alan Gardener, County Commissioner Zach
Renstrom, Apple Valley Mayor Rick Moser and Santa Clara Mayor Rick Rosenberg.

During the last 15 years, the City of St. George has invested more than
$16 million in its water infrastructure system—a wastewater treatment plant
was built to convert waste water into irrigation water, more than 23,000
meters were replaced/retrofitted with automatic readings, failing water
lines in the older sections of the city were replaced and a leak detection
program was launched.
In addition, the city issued nearly 2,000 toilet rebates and has partnered
with the district to build two water conservation demonstration gardens:
Red Hills Desert Garden and The Garden at Tonaquint Park.

Washington City devoted nearly $9 million in a three-year water project that
added nearly 14 miles of transmission and distribution lines and replaced more
than 900 service lines and 100 fire hydrants to improve its water infrastructure.
Toquerville has invested nearly $3 million dollars in
its water infrastructure system since 2010, which has
reduced the city’s system water loss more than 10-30
percent per month – a tremendous savings. The city has
replaced old water lines as well as installed electric read
meters and storm drains.

THE BRIGHTER SIDE

Hurricane spent more than $4 million dollars to
replace or repair failing water distribution pipelines,
extend irrigation lines and convert open canals to a
pipeline system. The city is also currently managing
a robust water loss program that has resulted in the
replacement of its large meters to reduce leaks and
allow for improved water use accounting practices.

During the last decade, Ivins has paid nearly
$400,000 to purchase and install nearly 1,700 new
water meters to help ensure water use is accurately
reported. In addition, the city is working toward
the installation of a secondary water system and is
requiring all new developments to add secondary
water lines for irrigation purposes.
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Upcoming Events
Visit wcwcd.org for additional details

Free Community Landscape Workshops

It’s Water Week
April 30 - May 6, 2017
and we’re making a big splash!
Join in the free, family-friendly fun.
Monday, May 1 from 4 - 7 p.m.

8th Annual Garden Fair

The Garden in Tonaquint Park, 1851 S. Dixie Dr., St. George
Interactive displays, children’s activities, music, refreshments and more
Monday, May 1 from 7 - 8 p.m.

Water Walk

The Garden in Tonaquint Park, 1851 S. Dixie Dr., St. George. Join us for a two-mile walk symbolic
of the distance those in water-stressed communities walk daily for water
Tuesday, May 2 from 2 - 5 p.m.

Quail Creek Water Treatment Plant Tours

270 N 5300 W, Hurricane. Discover where your water comes from
and how it’s treated so you have safe drinking water

April 29 – Putting Desert into Dessert
May 20 – Native Plants
June 3 – Pest Management

10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Water District Office:
533 E. Waterworks Dr. in St. George

See the full calendar of upcoming workshops online at wcwcd.org.

Localscapes
Creating beautiful, low maintenance
and water efficient landscapes is
the focus of a new statewide effort
designed to educate Utah residents on
how to create or modify an existing
landscape into a Localscape, a landscape
localized to its local climate. More than
two dozen Localscapes classes will be
offered throughout the state this year.
The following four-part class will be
offered at the water district’s office,
533 E. Waterworks Drive, from 5:30 to
7:00 p.m. on the following dates:

August 9 – Introduction to the
landscape design and
renovation process
August 16 – How to select plants for
aesthetic and functional uses
August 23 – Professional consultation
August 30 – Preserving existing trees,
lawn removal and irrigation retrofitting
Visit Localscapes.com to learn more
and register for upcoming classes.

Wednesday, May 3 from 1 - 3 p.m.

City of St. George Waste Water Treatment Plant Tours

3780 S 1550 W, St. George. Find out what happens to water you send down
the drain at the county’s largest waste water treatment plant

Board Meetings
6 p.m. at the district’s office

Visit wcwcd.org or call 435.673.3617 for more information on these super splashy events.

May 3 • June 7 • July 5

WASHINGTON COUNTY
WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

WASHINGTON COUNTY
WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
533 E. Waterworks Drive
St. George, UT 84770
wcwcd.org • 435.673.3617
Contact: Karry Rathje at
krathje@wcwcd.utah.gov

